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PREFACE, 


In the following pages the reader is presented with an ac- 
count of the martyrdom of two Bishops of the Christian 
Church at a very early period, Ignatius and Polycarp, and 
with some of their Epistles, which have come down even to 
our times, having been preserved by the good providence of 
God, along with the writings of other Christians of that day, 
inspired and uninspired. 

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, during the persecution of the 
Church by the Emperor Trajan, was sent by him in chains 
from Antioch to the city of Rome, and by his command was 
thrown to a lion, and devoured. During his journey he was 
visited by many, Bishops, Presbyters, Deacons, and others, 
and treated with great respect and kindness; and by some 
of these he wrote epistles to different Churches of.Asia. 

Iren^us, Bishop of Lyons in the second century, who was 
bom about the time ho died, quotes a passage from his epistle 
to the Romans, in which his destined fate is alluded to. 
u For I am the bread of God, and shall be ground by tho 
teeth of wild beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of 
God.” 

Origen, a Presbyter of Alexandria in the beginning of the 
third century, while Demetrius was Bishop of that Diocess, 
quotes a passage from his epistle to the Ephesians. 

Eusebius, Bishop of Caesarea in the beginningof the fourth 
century, in his ecclesiastical history, gives an account of his 
martyrdom, and speaks of him as u Bishop of Antioch, se- 
cond in succession after Peter.” He mentions his condem- 
nation, his punishment, his journey to Romo, nnd hi9 epis- 
tles to the Ephesians, the Magnesians, the Trallians, the 
Romans, the Philadelphians, and the Smyrneans. 

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, in the same century, 
quotes a passage from the epistle of Ignatius to the Ephes- 
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ians. He mentions him as appointed Bishtp of Antioch af- 
ter the Apostles, and as one who suffered for Christ. 

Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople in the fourth cen- 
tury, speaks of him in very high terms. 

Jerome, a Presbyter of Rome in the fifth century, men- 
tions his being sent to that city in chains to bfe thrown to 
wild beasts, during Trajan’s persecution, and his writing- 
epistles to the different Churches above mentioned, while 
on his way to Rome. 

Theodoret, Bishop of Cyrus in the fifth century, speaks of 
him as Bishop of Antioch, and quotes three passages from 
his epistle to the Romans, three more from his epistle to the 
Ephesians, and one from that to the Trallians, in his first 
dialogue against some heretics of his time, and in the third 
dialogue he quotes a passage from his epistle to the Smyr- 
neans. 

He is mentioned also by Socrates, and by Evagrius, in 
their ecclesiastical histories, in the fifth century. 

Polycarp was Bishop of Smyrna in the beginning' of the 
second century, and was put to death by the Proconsul of 
Asia, for the sake of Christ, in the middle of that century. 

Tertullian a Presbyter of Carthage in the second century, 
speaks of Polycarp as appointed Bishop of Smyrna by the 
Apostles. 

iRENiEus,. Bishop of Lyons in the same century, mentions 
him in his epistle to Florinus, in that to Victor Bishop of 
Rome, and in his third book against the heresies, in very 
high terms. In the latter he says, that “ Polycarp was not 
only taught by the Apostles, but was conversant with many 
of those who had seen Christ, and was also appointed by the 
Apostles Bishop of the Church in Smyrna, in Asia : whom 
we ourselves have seen in our youth.” In his epistle to 
Florinus he says: “So that I can tell the place in which the 
blessed Polycarp sat when he discoursed, and his going out 
and coming in, and the manner of his life, and the form of 
his body, and the discourses which he marie to the people, 
and his daily conversation with John, as he told it, and 
with the rest of those who bad seen the Lord, and how he re- 
lated what they told him, and what he had heard from them 
concerning the Lord , and concerning his miracles and his 
teaching; "how Polycarp receiving them from eye witnesses 
of the life of the Word, related nil things agreeably to the 
Scripture.” 

These are the interesting persons whose sufferings and 
whose writings are here presented to the reader. 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF ST. IGNATIUS, 

BISHOP OF ANTIOCH, 

By order of Trajan , Emperor of Rome , in the year 109. 

1. When Trajan not long since came to the Roman 
empire, Ignatius, the disciple of St. John the Apostle 
[and Evangelist,] a man in all things like unto the 
Apostles, governed the Church of Antioch with all 
care. Who being scarcely able to escape the storms 
of the many persecutions before under Domitian, as 
a good governor, by the helm of prayer and fasting, 
by the constancy of his doctrine and spiritual labour, 
withstood the raging floods; fearing lost they should 
sink those who either wanted courage, or were not 
well grounded in the faith. 

2. Wherefore the persecution being at present 
somewhat abated, he rejoiced greatly at the tranquilli- 
ty of his Church: yet was troubled as to himself, that 
he had not attained to a true love of Christ, nor was 
come up to the pitch of a perfect disciple. For he 
thought that the confession which is made by martyr- 
dom, would bring him to a yet more close and inti- 
mate union with the Lord. Wherefore continuing a 
few years longer with the Church, and after the man- 
ner of a divine lamp, illuminating the hearts of the 
faithful by the exposition of holy Scriptures, he at- 
tained to what he had desired. 

3. For Trajan, in the nineteenth year of his em- 
pire, being lified up with his victory over the Scyth- 
ians and Dacians, and many other nations; and think- 
ing that the religious company of Christians was yet 
wanting to his absolute and universal dominions and 
thereupon threatening them that they should he perse- 
cuted, unless they would ch<>ose to worship the devil, 
with all other nations; fear obliged all such as lived 
religiously, either to sacrifice or to die. Wherefore 

1 * 
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our brave soldier of Christ, being in fear for the 
Church of Antioch, was voluntarily brought before 
Trajan; who was at that time there on his way to 
Armenia, and the Parthians, against whom he was 
hastening. 

4. Being come into the presence of the emperor 
Trajan; the emperor asked him, saying: “What a 
wicked wretch art thou, thus to endeavour to trans- 
gress our commands, and to persuade others also to 
do likewise to their destruction?” Ignatius answered, 
“No one ought to call Theophorus after such a man- 
ner; forasmuch as all wicked spirits are departed far 
trom the servants of God. But if because I am a 
trouble to those evil spirits, you call me wicked, with 
reference to them, I confess the charge; for having 
within me Christ the heavenly King, I dissolve all the 
snares of the devils,” 

5. Trajan replied; “And who is Theophorus?” 
Ignat. “ He who has Christ in his breast.” Trajan, 
“And do not we then seem to thee to have the Gods 
within us, who fight for us against our enemies?” 
Ignat. “You err, in that you call the evil spirits of the 
heathens, Gods. For there is but one God, who made 
Heaven and earth, and the sea, and all that are in 
them; and one Jesus Christ his only begotten son; 
whose kingdom may I enjoy.” 

6. Trajan, “His kingdom you say who was cruci- 
fied under Pontius Pilate?” Ignat. “His who crucified 
my sin, with the inventor of it; and has put all the 
deceit anti malice of the devil under the feet of those 
who carry him in their heart.” Trajan, “Dost thou 
then carry him who was crucified within thee?” 
Ignat. “I do; for it is written, I will dwell in them and 
walk in them,” [2 Cor. vi. 10.] Then Trajan pro- 
nounced this sentence against him; Forasmuch as Ig- 
natius has confessed that he carries about within him- 
self him that was crucified, we command that he be 
carried bound by soldiers to the great Rome, there to 
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be thrown to the beasts, for the entertainment of the 
people. 

7. When the holy martyr heard this sentence he 
cried out with joy, “I thank thee, O Lord, that thou 
hast vouchsafed to honour me with a perfect love to- 
wards thee; and hast made me to be put into iron 
bonds with thy apostle Paul.” Having said this, he 
with joy put his bonds about him; and having first 
prayed for the Church, and commended it with tears 
unto the Lord, he was hurried away, like a choice 
ram, the leader of a good flock, by the brutish soldiers, 
in order to his being carried to Rome, there to be de- 
voured by the blood-thirsty beasts. 

8. Wherefore with much readiness and joy, out of 
his desire to sutler, he left Antioch, and came to Se- 
leucia; from whence he was to sail. And after a 
great deal of toil, being come to Smyrna, he left the 
ship with great gladness, and hastened to see the holy 
Polycarp his fellow-scholar, who was Bishop there; 
for they had both of them been formerly the disciples 
of St. John. 

9. Being brought to him, and communicating to 
him some spiritual gifts, and glorying in his bonds; 
he entreated first of all the whole Church (for the 
Churches and cities of Asia attended this holy man 
by their Bishops and Priests and Deacons, all hasten- 
ing to him, if by any means they might receive some 
part of his spiritual gift) but more particularly Polv- 
carp, to contend with God in his behalf; that being 
suddenly taken by the beasts from the world, he might 
appear before the face of Christ. And this he thus 
spake and testified, extending so much his love for 
Christ, as one who was about to receive Heaven 
through his own good confession, and the earnest con- 
tention of those who prayed together with him: and 
to return a recompence to the Churches, who came 
to meet him by their governors, he sent letters of 
thanks to them, which distilled spiritual grace, with 
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^ prayer and exhortation. Seeing therefore all men so 
kindly affected towards him; and fearing lest the love 
of the brotherhood should prevent his hastening to 
the Lord, now that a fair door of suffering was open- 
ed to him; he wrote the Epistle we here subjoin, to 
the Romans. 

10. And having thus strengthened such of the breth- 
ren at Rome as were against his martyrdom, by this 
Epistle, as he desired; setting sail from Smyrna, (for 
he was pressed by the soldiers to hasten to the public 
spectacles at great Rome, that being delivered to the 
wild beasts in sight of the people of the Romans, he 
might receive the crown for which he strove,) he came 
' toTroas: from whence going on, being brought to 
Neopolis, he passed by Philippi through Macedonia, 
and that part of Epirus which is next to Epidamnus: 
having found a ship in one of the sea-ports, he sailed 
over the Adriatic Sea: [and from thence entering in- 
to the Tyrrhene] and passing by several islands and 
cities, at length he saw Puteoli. Which being show- 
ed to the holy man, he hastened to go forth, being de- 
sirous to walk from thence, in the way that Paul the 
Apostle had gone, [A'*ts xxviii. 13, 14.] But a vio- 
lent wind arising, and driving on the ship, would not 
suffer him so to do: wherefore commending the love 
of the brethren in that place he sailed forward. 

11. And the wind continuing favourable to us, in 
one day and a night, we indeed were unwillingly hur- 
ried on, as sorrowing to think of being separated 
from this holy martyr: but to him it happened justly, 
according to his wish, that he might go the sooner out 
of the world, and attain unto the Lord whom he loved. 
Wherefore sailing into the Roman port, and those im- 
pure sports being almost at an end, the soldiers be- 
gan to be offended at our slowness; but the Bishop 
with great joy complied with their hastiness. 

12. Being therefore soon forced away from the port 
so called, we forthwith met the brethren; (for the re- 
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port of what concerned the holy martyr was spread 
abroad) who were full of fear and joy; for they re- 
joiced ifi that God had vouchsafed them the company 
of Theophorus ; but were afraid, when they consid- 
ered, that such a one was brought thither to die. Now 
some of these he commanded to hold their peace, who 
were the most zealous for his safety, and ssrid, that 
they would appease the people , that they should not 
desire the destruction of the just . Who presently 
knowing this by the spirit, and saluting all of them, 
he desired them that they would show a true love to 
him; disputing yet more with them than he had done 
in his Epistle, and persuaded them not to envy him 
who was hastening unto the Lord. And so, all the 
brethren kneeling down, he prayed to the Son of God 
in behalf of the Churches, that he would put a stop 
to the persecution, and continue the love of the breth- 
ren towards each other; which being done, he was 
with all haste led into the amphitheatre, and speedily, 
according to the command of Caesar before given, 
thrown in, the end of the spectacles being at hand. 
For it was then a very solemn day, called in the Ro- 
man tongue the 13th of the Calends of January, 
upon which the people were ordinarily wont to be 
gathered together. — Thus was he delivered to the 
cruel beasts, near the temple by wicked men: that 
so the desire of the holy martyr Ignatius might be 
accomplished; as it is written, “the desire of the 
righteous is acceptable;” [Prov. x. 24.] namely, that 
he might not be burthensome to any of the brethren, 
by the gathering of his relics, but might be wholly 
devoured by them; according as in his Epistle he 
had before wished, that so his end might be. For 
only the greater and harder of his holy bones re- 
mained; which were carried to Antioch, and there 
put up in a napkin, as an inestimable treasure left to 
the Church by the grace which was in the martyr. 

13. Now these things were done the 13th of the 
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Calends of January, that is the 20th day of Decem- 
ber; Sura and Synecius being the second time Con- 
suls of the Romans; of which we ourselves were 
eye-witnesses: and being the night following watch- 
ing with tears in the house, praying to God with our 
bended knees, that he would give us weak men some 
assurance of what had been before done; it happen- 
ed, that falling into a slumber, some of us on the sud- 
den saw the blessed Ignatius standing by us and em- 
bracing us: others beheld the blessed martyr praying 
for us: others as it were dropping with sweat, as if 
he were just come from his great labour, and stand- 
ing by the Lord. 

14. Which when we saw, being filled with joy ; 
and comparing the visions of our dreams with one 
another, we glorified God, the giver of all good 
things, and being assured of the blessedness of the 
saint; we have made known unto you both the day 
and time; that being assembled together according to 
the time of his martyrdom, we may communicate 
with the combatant, and most valiant martyr of Christ; 
who trod under foot the devil, and perfected the 
course he had piously desired, in Christ Jesus our 
Lord; by whom, and with whom, all glory and pow- 
er be to the Father, with the blessed Spirit, for ever 
and ever. Amen , 
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THIS MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP, 
BISHOP OF SMYRNA; 

In the forqpart of the second century , taken from 
Eusebius's Ecclesiastical History , (as translated 
by the Rev . C. F. Cruse,) Book iv, chap. xv. 

At (his time, a9 there were the greatest persecu- 
tions in Asia, Polycarp ended his life by martyrdom. 
But I consider it ull-important also to record his end 
in this history, as it is handed down in writings still 
extant. There is, however, an epistle of the church 
which he superintended, to the churches of Pontus, 
which shows what befel him, in the following words: 
[After giving an account of the tortures inflicted on 
several martyrs, and of the search for Poly carp, from 
the epistle to the Churches of Pontus, sent by the 
Church of Smyrna, of which he had been appointed 
Bishop by the Apostles, as related in the preceding 
chapter from the third book of Irenaeus against the 
heresies, Eusebius proceeds thus.] 

Entering upon him at a late hour of the day, they 
•found him, indeed, resting in an upper room, whence, 
although he might easily have escaped to another 
house, he would not, saying: “The Lord’s will be 
done,” and having understood also that they were 
come, as it is said, he descended and addressed the 
men with a very cheerful and mild countenance, bo 
that those who did not know him before, thought they 
beheld a miracle, as they beheld the advanced age of 
the man, the gravity and firmness of his countenance, 
and were surprised that so much zeal should be exer- 
cised to seize a venerable old man like this. He, 
however, without hesitation, ordered a table to be 
immediately prepared for the men; then requests 
them to partake of food largely, and begged of them 
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only one hour, that he might pray undisturbed. As 
they gave him permission, he arose and prayed, so 
full of the grace of the Lord, that those present who 
heard him were amazed, and many of them now re- 
pented, that so venerable and pious a man should be 
put to death. Beside these things, the abovemen- 
tioned epistle respecting him pursues the narrative 
as follows: 

“But after he had ended praying, and had in this 
remembered all that he had ever been connected with 
him, small and great, noble and obscure, and the 
whole catholic (universal) church throughout the 
.world, when the hour came for him to go, they placed 
him upon an ass and conducted him to the city, it 
being a great Sabbath-day.* He was met by Herod, 
who was the irenarch,t and his father Nicetes; who, 
taking him into their vehicle, persuaded him to take 
a seat with them, and said, “For what harm is there 
in saying Lord Cesar, and to sacrifice, and thus save 
your life?” He. however, did not at first make any 
reply; but as they persevered, he said, “I shall not 
do what you advise me.” Failing, therefore, to per- 
suade him, they uttered dreadful language, and thrust 
•him down from the car with great vehemence, so that 
as he descended from the car he sprained his thigh. 
But not at all moved from his purpose, as if nothing 
had happened, he eagerly went on, and was conduct- 
ed to the stadium. But as there was so great an up- 
roar in the place that not many could hear, a voice 
came from heaven to Polycarp as he entered the sta- 
dium: “Be strong, Polycarp, and contend manfully.” 
No one saw who it was that spoke; but the voice it- 
self was heard by many of our brethren. When he 

•The great Subbath was the feast of unleavened bread, 
which immediately preceded the passover. See Beverege in 
Can. Apost. 

+The irenarch, at the name implies, was an officer to pre- 
serve the public peace. 
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, was led forward, however, a great tumult arose 
among those that heard Poly carp was taken. At 
length, as he advanced, the Proconsul asked him 
whe.her be was Polycarp, and he answering that he 
was, he persuaded him to renounce Christ, saying, 
^‘Have a regard for your age,” and adding similar 
expressions, such as is usual for them to say, he said, 
•“Swear by the genius of Cesar. Repent; say, Away 
with those that deny the gods.” But Polycarp, with 
a countenance grave and serious, and contemplating 
the whole multitude that were collected in the stadi- 
um, beckoned with his hand to them, and with a sigh 
he looked up to heaven, and^aid, “Away with the 
impious” As the governor, however, continued to 
urge him, and said, “Swear, and I will dismiss you. 
Revile Christ:” Polycarp replied, “Eighty and six 
years have I served him, and he never did me wrong; 
and how can I now blaspheme my King that has sav- 
ed me?” The governor still continuing to urge him, 
and again saying, “Swear by the genius of Cesar,” 
said Polycarp, “if you are so vain as to think that I 
should swear by the genius of Cesar, as you say, pre- 
tending not to know who I am, hear my free confes- 
sion. I am a Christian. But if you wish to learn 
what the doctrine of Christianity is, grant me a day 
and listen to me.” The Proconsul said, “Persuade 
the people.” Polycarp replied, “I have thought pro- 
per to give you a reason; for we have been taught to 
give magistrates and powers appointed by God, the 
honour that is due to them, as far as it does not in- 
jure us; but I do not consider those the proper ones 
before whom I should deliver my defence. The Pro- 
consul said, “I have wild beasts at hand, I will cast 
you to these unless you change your mind.” He 
answered, “Call them. For we have no reason to 
repent from the better to the worse, but it is good to 
change from wickedness to virtue.” He agaiu urged 
him. “I will cause you to be consumed by fire, 
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should you despise the beasts, and not change your 
mind.” Polycarp answered, “You threaten fire that 
burns for a moment and is soon extinguished, for you 
know nothing of the judgment to come, and the fire of 
eternal punishment reserved for the wicked. But why 
do you delay? Bring what you wish.” Saying these, 
and many other similar declarations, he was filled 
with confidence and joy, and his countenance was 
brightened with grace. So that he not only contin- 
ued undismayed at what was said to him, but on the 
contrary, the governor, astonished, sent the herald to 
proclaim in the middle of the stadium, “Polycarp con- 
fesses that he is a Christian.” When this was de- 
clared by the herald, all the multitude, Gentiles and 
Jews dwelling at Smyrna, cried out, “This is that 
teacher of Asia, the father of the Christians, the de- 
stroyer of our gods; he that teaches multitudes not to 
sacrifice, not to worship.” Saying this, they cried 
out, and asked Philip the Asiarch,t to let loose a lion 
upon Polycarp. But he replied, that he was not per- 
mitted, as he had already completed the exhibition of 
the chase in the amphitheatre. Then all cried out 
together, that Polycarp should be burnt alive. For it 
seemed necessary that the vision which he saw on 
his pillow should be fulfilled; when seeing it on fire 
whilst he prayed, he turned to these few faithful s 
friends with him, and said prophetically, “I must be 
burnt alive.” These things were executed, however, 
with such haste that they were no sooner said than 
done. The crowd, however, forthwith collected wood 
and straw from the shops and baths, especially the 
Jews, as usual, freely offered their services for this 
purpose. But when the pile was prepared, laying 
aside all his clothes, and loosing his girdle, he at* 
tempted also to take off his shoes, which he had not 

$Asiarchs were the priests of the assembly or common 
council of Asia, whose office, among others, was to exhibit 
the publio shows in the amphitheatre. 
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been in the habit of doing before, as he always had 
some one of the brethren, that were soon at his side, 
and rivalled each other in their services to him. 
For he had always been treated with great respect on 
account of his exemplary life even before his gray 
hairs. Presently the instruments prepared for the 
funeral pile were applied to him. As they were also 
on the point of securing him with spikes, he said, “let 
me be thus. For he that gives me strength to bear 
the fire, will also give me power without being secu- [ 
red by you with these spikes, to remain unmoved on 
the pile.” They, therefore, did not nail him, but 
merely bound him to the stake. 

But he, closing his hands behind him, and bound 
to the stake as a noble victim selected from the great 
flock, an acceptable sacrifice to Almighty God, said: 
“Father of thy well-beloved and blessed Son Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have received the knowl- 
edge of thee. The God of angels and powers, and 
all creation, and of all the family of the righteous, 
that live before thee, I bless thee that thou hast 
thought me worthy of the present day and hour, to 
have a share in the number of the martyrs and in the 
cup of Christ, unto the resurrection of eternal life, 
both of the soul and body, in the incorruptible felicity 
of the holy Spirit. Among whom may I be received 
in thy sight, this day, as a rich and acceptable sac- 
rifice as thou the faithful and true God hast prepared, 
hast revealed and fulfilled. Wherefore, on this ac- 
count, and for all things I praise thee, I bless thee, I 
glorify thee, through the eternal high priest, Jesus 
Christ, thy well-beloved Son. Through whom glory 
be to thee with him in the Holy Ghost, both now and 
forever. Amen.” 

After he had repeated amen, and had finished his 
prayer, the executioners kindled the fire. 
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THE EPISTLE OF ST. POLYCARP 

TO THE PHILLIPPIANS. 

Polycarp and the Presbyters that are with him , to the Church of 
God which is at Philippi; mercy unto you, and peace from 
God Jllrmghty; and the Lord Jesus Christ , our Saviour , be 
multiplied. 

1. I rejoiced greatly with you in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye. received the images of a true love* 
and accompanied, as it behoved you, those who were 
in bonds,, becoming Saints,, which are the crowns of 
such as are truly chosen by God and our Lord: as 
also that the root of the faith which was preached from- 
antient times, remains firm in you to this day; and 
brings forth fruit to our Lord Jesus Christ who suf- 
fered himself to be brought even to the death for our 
sins. Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death. Whom having not seen* ye love; in 
whom though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. [Acts 
ii. 24 — 1 Pet. i. 8.] Into which many desire to enter* 
knowing that by grace ye are saved, [Epb. ii. 8,] not 
by works, but by the will of God, through Jesus 
Christ. 

2. Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, 
serve the Lord with fear, and in truth, [I Pet. i. 13 — 
Psal. ii. 11,] laying aside all empty and vain speech, 
and the error of many; believing in him that raised 
up our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead , and hath 
given him glory and a throne at his right hand. 1] 
Pet. i. 21.] To whom all things are made subject, 
both that are in Heaven , and that are in earth; whom 
every living creature shall worship, [Phil. ii. 10,] 
who shall come to be the judge of the quick and dead: 
whose blood God shall require of them that believe 
not in him. But he that raised up Christ from the 
dead, shall also raise up us in like manner , if we do 
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his will, and walk according to his commandments; 
and love those things which he loved: abstaining 
from all unrighteousness , inordinate affection , and 
love of money ; (a) from evil speaking ; false witness; 
not rendering evil for evil or railing for railings or 
striking for striking, or cursing for cursing; but re- 
membering what the Lord has taught us, saying, 
“judge not, and ye shall not be judged; forgive and 
ye shall be forgiven;” [Luke vi. 37; — Matt. vii. 1;] 
be ye merciful, and ye shall-obtain mercy; “for with ' 
the same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be 
measured to you again.” And again, that “blessed 
are the poor, and they that are persecuted for right- 
eousness sake; for theirs is the kingdom of God.” 
[Matt.v. 3, 10. — Luke vi. 10.] 

3. These things, my brethren, I took not the lib- 
erty of myself to write unto you concerning right- 
eousness, but you yourselves before encouraged me 
to it. For neither can I, nor any other such as 1 am, 
come up to the wisdom of the blessed and renuwned 
Paul; who being himself in person with those who 
then lived, did with all exactness and soundness 
teach the word of truth; and being gone from you, 
wrote an Epistle to you; into svhich if you look, you 
will be able to edify yourselves in the faith that has 
been delivered unto you; which is the mother of us 
all ; being followed with hope, and led on by a general 
love, both towards God and towards Christ, and to- 
wards our neighbour. For if any man has these 
things, he has fulfilled the law of righteousness; for 
he that has charity is far from all sin. 

4. But the love of money is the root of all evil. (6) 
Knowing therefore that as we brought nothing into 
this world, so neither may we carry any thing out; 
let us arm ourselves with the armour of righteous- 

fa) Eph. iv. 19. Colon, iii. 5. 1 Pet. iii. 9. 

(b) 1 Tim. iv. 7. 

2 * 
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ness: and teach ourselves first to walk according to 
the commandments of the Lord; and then your wives 
to walk likewise according to the faith that is given 
to them; in charity, and in purity; loving their own 
husbands with all sincerity, and all others alike with 
all temperance; and to bring up their children in the 
instruction and fear of the Lord. The widows like- 
wise teach that they be sober as to what concerns the 
faith of the Lord: praying always for all men; being 
far from all detraction, evil speaking, false witness; 
from covetousness, and from all evil: knowing that 
they are the altars of God, who sees all blemishes, 
and from whom nothing is hid: who searches out the 
very reasonings and thoughts, and secrets of our 
hearts. 

5. Knowing therefore that God is not mocked, we 
ought to walk worthy both of his command and of 
his glory. Also the Deacons must be blameless be- 
fore him, as the ministers of God in Christ, and not 
of men. Not false accusers, not double tongued, not 
lovers of money; but moderate in all things; com- 
passionate, careful; walking according to the truth 
of the Lord, who was the servant of all: whom if 
we please in this present world, we shall also be made 
partakers of that which is to come, according as he 
has promised to us, that he will raise us from the dead, 
and that if we shall walk worthy of him, we shall 
also reign together with him, if we believe. In like 
manner the younger men must be unblameable in all 
things: above all, taking care of their purity, and to 
restrain themselves from all evil. For it is good to be 
cut ofF from the lusts that are in the world; because 
every such lust warreth against the Spirit ; and nei- 
ther fornicators, nor effeminate , nor abusers of them- 
selves with mankind, shall inherit the kingdom of God ; 
[1 Pet. ii. 1 1 — 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10;] nor they who do such 
things as are foolish and unreasonable. Wherefore 
ye must needs abstain from all these things; being 
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subject to the priests* and deacons, as unto God 
and Christ. The virgins admonish to walk in a spot- 
less and pure conscience. 

6. And let the elders* be compassionate and merci- 
ful towards all:(r) turning them from their errors; 
seeking out those that are weak; not forgetting^ the 
widows, the fatherless, and the poor; but always 
providing what is both good in the sight of God and 
man. [Rom. xii. IT] Abstaining from all wrath, re- 
spect of persons, and unrighteous judgment: and es- 
pecially being free from all covetousness. Not easy 
to believe any thing against any; not severe in judg- 
ment, knowing that we are all debtors in point of 
sin. If therefore we pray to the Lord that he would 
forgive us, we ought also to forgive others; for we 
are all in the sight of our Lord and God, and “must 
all stand before the judgment seat of Christ,” [Rom. 
xiv. 10- -2 Cor. v. 10,] and shall every one give an 
account of himself. Let us therefore serve him in 
fear, and with all reverence as both himself hath com- 
manded; and as the Apostles who have preached the 
Gospel unto us, and the prophets who have foretold 
the coming of our Lord, have taught us: being zea- 
lous of what is good; abstaining from all offence, and 
from false brethren; and from those who bear 4he 
name of Christ in hypocrisy; who deceive vain men. 

7. For whosoever docs not confess that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh, he is antichrist; [1 John iv. 1 ;] 
and whoever does not confe>s his suffering upon the 
cross, is from the devil. And whosoever perverts 
the oracles of the Lord to his own lusts, and says that 
there shall neither be any resurrection, nor judgment, 
he is the first born of Satan. Wherefore leaving the 
vanity of many, and their false doctrines, let us re- 
turn to the word that was delivered to us from the be- 

(c) Ezek. xxxiv. 4. 

♦Both these words, priests and elders, are the same in the 
Greek, viz. Presbyters. Ed. Ch. Ad. 
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ginning; watching vnto prayer . [1 Pet. iv. 7,] and 
persevering in fasting: with supplication beseeching 
the all seeing God not to lead us into temptation ; 
[Mat vi. 13;] as the Lord hath said, “the spirit truly 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” [Matt. xxvi. 41.] 

8. Let us therefore without ceasing hold steadfastly 
to him who is our hope, and the earnest of our right- 
eousness, even Jesus Christ; who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree; who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth; [1 Pet. ii. 22, 
24.] but suffered all for us that we might live through 
him. Let us therefore imitate his patience; and if 
we suffer for his name let us glorify him; for this ex- 
ample he has given us by himself, and so have we 
believed. 

9. Wherefore I exhort all of you that ye obey the 
word of righteousness, and exercise all patience, 
which ye have seen set forth before your eyes, not 
only in the blessed Ignatius, and Zozimus, and Ru- 
fus* but in others among yourselves; and in Paul him- 
self, and the rest of the Apostles: being confident of 
this, that all these have not run in vain, but in faith 
and righteousness, and are gone to the place that was 
due to them from the Lord; with whom also they suf- 
fered. For they loved not this present world, but 
him who died and was raised again by God for us. 

10. Stand therefore in these things, and follow the 
example of the Lord; being firm and immutable in 
the faith, lovers of the brotherhood, lovers of one 
another: companions together in the truth, being kind 
and gentle towards each other, despising none. When 
it is in your power to do good defer it not, for charity 
delivereth from death. Be all of you subject one to 
another, having your conversation honest among the 
Gentiles; (Tobit. xii. 9.^-1 Pet. ii. 12,) that by your 
good works, both ye yourselves may receive praise, 
and the Lord may not be blasphemed through you. 
(Rom. ii. 24. — Titus ii. 5.) But wo be to him by 
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whom the name of the Lord is blasphemed. There- 
fore teach all men sobriety; in which do ye also ex- 
ercise yourselves. 

11. I am greatly afflicted for Valens, who was once 
a presbyter among you; that he should so little under- 
stand the place that was given to him in the Church. 
Wherefore I admonish you that ye abstain from covet- 
ousness; and that ye be chaste and true of speech. 
Keep yourselves from all evil.(c/)r For he that in 
these things cannot govern himself, how shall he be 
able to prescribe them to another? if a man does not 
keep himself from covetousness, ho shall be pollut- 
ed with idolatry, and be judged as if he "were a Gen- 
tile. But who of you are ignorant of the judgment of 
God? do we not know that the Saints shall judge the 
world, as Paul teaches. (1 Cor. vi. 2.) But 1 have nei- 
ther perceived nor heard any thing of this kind in you, 
among whom theblessed Paul laboured; (Phil, i;) and 
who are named in the beginning of this Epistle. For 
he glories of you in all the Churches who then only 
knew God; for we did not then know him. Wherefore, 
my brethren, I am exceedingly sorry both for him, 
and for his wife; to whom God grant a true repen- 
tance. And be ye also moderate upon this occasion; 
and look not upon such as enemies, but call them 
back as suffering and erring members, that ye may 
save your whole body; for by so doing, ye shall edify 
your own selves. 

12. For 1 trust that ye are well exercised in the 
holy Scriptures, and that nothing is hid from you: 
but at present it is not gnnted unto mo to practice 
that which is written, “be angry and sin not;” and 
again, “let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” 
[Psal. iv. 4 — Eph. iv. 26.] Blessed is he that re- 
membereth these things; which also I trust you do. 
Now the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; 


(d) Then. v. 22. Eph. v. 5. Coloss. ii. 5.' 
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and he himself who is our everlasting High Priest, 
the Son of God, even Jesus Christ, build you up in 
faith and in truth, and in all meekness and lenity; in 
, patience and long suffering, in forbearance and chas- 
tity: and grant unto you a lot and portion among his 
Saints; and us with you, and to all that are under 
the Heavens, who shall believe in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in his Father “who raised him from the 
dead.” [Gal. i. 1.] Pray for all the saints; pray also 
for “kings, and all that are in authority,” [1 Tim. ii. 
1, 2.] and for those who persecute you and hate you, 
and tor the enemies of the cross: that your fn.it 
may be manifest in all; and that ye may be perfect 
in Christ. 

13. Ye wrote to me, both ye and also Ignatius, 
that if any one went from hence into Syria, he should 
bring your letters with him; which also I will take 
care of, as soon as I shall have a convenient opportu- 
nity ; either by myself, or him whom I shall send upon 
your account. The Epistles of Ignatius which he 
wrote unto us, together with what others of his have 
come to our hands, we have sent to you according 
to your order; which are subjoined to this Epistle; 
by which you may be greatly profited; for they treat 
of faith and patience, and of all things that pertain 
to edification in the Lord Jesus. 

14. What you know certainly of Ignatius, and 
those that are with him, signify unto us. 

These things have I written unto you by Crescens, 
whom by this present Epistle 1 have recommended to 
you, and do now again commend. For he has had 
his conversation without blame among us; and I sup- 
pose also with you. Ye will also have regard unto 
his sister when she shall come unto you. Be ye safe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ; and in favour with all 
yours. — Amen. 
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THE EPISTLE OF ST. IGNATIl/g 

TO THE EPHESIANS. 

Ignatius , who is also called Theophorus , to the Church which is 
at Ephesus in Jlsia, most deservedly happy; being blessed 
through the greatness and fulness of God the Father , and pre- 
destinated before the world began , that it should be always unto 
an enduring and unchangeable glory ; being united and cho- 
sen through his true passion^ according to the will of the Fath- 
erland Jesus Christ our God ; all happiness , by Jesus Christ 
and kis undejiled grace . 

1. I have heard of your name much beloved in 
God, which ye have very justly attained by a 
habit of righteousness, according to the faith and 
love which is in Jesus Christ our Saviour: how that 
being followers of God, and stirring up yourselves 
by the blood of Christ, ye have perfectly accomplish' 
ed the work that was connatural unto you. For 
hearing that I came bound from Syria, for the com- 
mon name and hope, [viz. of Christ.] trusting through 
your prayers to fight with beasts at Rome; that so by 
suffering I may become indeed the disciple of him 
who gave himself to God, an offering and sacrifice 
for us, [ye hastened to see me.](a) I received there- 
fore, in the name of God, your whole multitude in 
Onesimus; who by inexpressible love is ours, but 
according to, the flesh is your Bishop: whom I be- 
seech you by Jesus Christ, to love; and that you 
would all strive to be like unto him. And blessed be 
God, who has granted unto you, who are so worthy of 
him, to enjoy such an excellent Bishop. 

2. For what concerns my fellow servant Burrhus, 
and your most blessed Deacon in things pertaining to 
God ; I entreat you that he may tarry longer, both 
for your’s, and your Bishop’s honour. And Crocus 
also worthy both our God and you, whom I have re- 
ft Eph. y. 2. 
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ceived as the pattern of your love, has in all things 
refreshed me, as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
shall also refresh him; together with Onesimus, and 
Burrhus, and Euplus, and Fronto, in whom I have, 
as to youp charity, seen all of you. And may I al- 
ways have joy of you, if I shall be worthy of it. Tt 
is therefore fitting that you should by all means glo- 
rify Jesus Christ who hath glorified you: that by a 
uniform obedience ye may be perfectly joined togeth- 
er in the same mind, and in the same judgment; and 
may all speak the same things concerning every 
thing; ( b ) and that being subject to your Bishop, and 
the Presbytery, ye may be wholly and thoroughly' 
sanctified. 

3. These things I prescribe to you, not as if I were 
somebody extraordinary: for though I am bound for 
his name, I am n >t yet perfect in Christ Jesus. But 
now I begin to learn, and I speak to you as fellow- 
disciples together with me. For I ought to have 
been stirred up by you, in faith, in admonition, in- 
patience, in long suffering: but forasmuch as charity 
suffers me not to he silent towards you, I have first 
taken upon me to exhort you, that ye would all run 
together according to the will of God. For even 
Jesus Christ, our insuperable life, is sent by the will 
of the Father; as the Bishops, appointed unto the . 
utmost bounds of the earth, are by the will of Jesus 
Christ. 

4. Wherefore it will become you to run together 
according to the will of your Bishop, as aiso ye do. 
For your famous Presbytery, worthy of God, is fitted 
as exactly to the Bishop, as the strings are to the 
harp. Therefore in your concord, and agreeing 
charity, Jesus Christ is sung; and every single per- 
son among you makes up the chorus: that so being 
all consonant in love, and taking up the song of God, 


b 1 Cor. i. 10. 
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ye may in a perfect unity, with one voice, sing to the 
Father by Jesus Christ; to the end that, he may both 
hear you, and perceive by your works, that ye are 
indeed the members of his Son : wherefore it is pro- 
fitable for you to live in an unblamable unity, that so 
ye may always have a fellowship with God. 

5- For if I in this little time have had such a fami- 
liarity with your Bishop, I mean not a carnal, but 
spiritual acquaintance with him; how much more 
must I think you happy who are so joined to him, as 
the Church is to Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ to the 
Father; that so all things rnay agree in the same uni- 
ty? Let no man deceive himself; if a man be not 
within the altar, he is deprived of the bread of God. 
For if the prayer of one or two be of such force, as 
we are told, [Matt, xviii. 19.] how much more pow- 
erful shall that of the Bishop and the whole Church 
be? He therefore that does not come together into the 
same place with it, is proud, and has already con- 
demned himself. For it is written, “Gud resisteth 
the proud,” [James iv. 6.] Let us take heed there- / 
fore, that we do not set ourselves against the Bishop, 
that we may be subject to God. 

6. The more any one sees his Bishop silent, the 
more let him revere him. For whomsoever the mas- 
ter of the house sends to be over his own household, 
we ought in like manner to receive him, as we would 
do him that sent him. It is therefore evident that 
we ought to look upon the Bishop, even as we would 
do upon the Lord himself. And indeed Onesimus 
himself does greatly commend your good order in 
God : that you all live according to the truth, and that 
no heresy dwells among you. For neither do ye 
hearken to any one more than to Jesus Christ speak- 
ing to you in truth. 

7. For some there are who carry about the name 
of Christ in deceitfulness, but do things unworthy of 
God; whom ye must flee, as ye would do so many 
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wild beasts. For they are ravening dogs, who bite 
secretly: against whom ye must guard yourselves, as 
men hardly to be cured. There is one physician, both 
fleshly and spirilual; made and not made j God incar- 
nate; true life in death; both of Mary and of God: first 
passable, then impassable ; even Jesus Christ our Lord* 

8. Wherefore let no man deceive you; as indeed 
neither are ye deceived, being wholly the servants of 
God. For inasmuch as there is no contention, nor 
strife among you, to trouble you, ye must needs live 
according to God’s will. My soul be for yours; and 
I myself the expiatory offering for your Church of 
Ephesus, so famous throughout the world. They that 
are of the flesh cannot do the works of the Spirit; 
neither they that are of the Spirit the works of the 
flesh. As he that hath faith, cannot be an infidel; 
nor he that is an infidel have faith. But even those 
things which ve do according to the flesh are spirit- 
ual; for as much as ye do all things in Jesus Christ. 

9. Nevertheless I have heard of some who have 
passed by you, having perverse doctrine: whom ye 
did not suffer to sow among you; but stopped your 
ears, that ye might not receive those things that were 
sown by them: as being the stones of the temple of 
the Father, (c) prepared for his building; and drawn 
upon high by the cross of Christ, as by an engine; 
using the Holy Ghost as the rope: your faith being 
your support; and your charity the way that leads 
unto God. Ye are therefore, with all your compan- 
ions in the same journey, full of God; his spiritual 
temples, full of Christ, full of holiness; adorned in 
all things with the commands of Christ: in whom al- 
so I rejoice that I have been thought worthy by this 
present Epistle to converse, and joy together with 
you; that with respect to the other life, ye love noth- 
ing but God only. 


e Eph. ii. 20, 21, 22. 1 Pet. ii. 5. 
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I, 0. Pray also without ceasing for other men: for 
there is hope of repentance in them, that they may 
attain unto God. Let them therefore at least be in- 
structed by your works, if they will be no other way. 
Be ye mifd at their anger; humble at their boasting: 
to their blasphemies, return your prayers: to their er- 
ror, your firmness in the faith: when they are cruel, 
be ye gentle; not endeavouring to imitate their ways: 
{let us be their brethien in all kindness and modera- 
tion, but let us be followers of the Lord; for who was 
ever more unjustly used? more destitute? more dis- 
pised?) that so no herb of the devil may be found in 
you; but ye may remain in all holiness and sobriety 
both of body and spirit, in Christ Jesus. 

II. The last times are come upon us: let us there- 
fore be very reverent, and fear the long suffering of 
God, that it be not to us unto condemnation. For let 
us either fear the wrath that is to come, or let us love 
the graoe that we at present enjoy; that by the one 
or other of these, we may be found in Christ Jesus, 
unto true life. Besides him, let nothing be worthy 
of you ; for whom also I bear about these bonds, those 
spiritual jewels, in which I would to God that I might 
arise through your prayers: of which I entreat you 
to make me always partaker, that I may be found in 
the lot of the Christians of Ephesus, who have al- 
ways agreed with the Apostles, through the power of 
Jesus Christ. 

12. I know both who I am, and to whom I write: 
I, a person condemned; ye, such as have obtained 
mercy: I, exposed to danger: ye, confirmed against 
danger. Ye are the passage of those that are killed 
for God; the companions of Paul in the mysteries of 
the Gospel; the holy, the martyr, the deservedly 
most happy Paul : at whose feet may I be found, when 
1 shall have attained unto God; who throughout all 
his Epistle makes mention of you in Christ Jesus. 

13'. Let it be your care therefore to come more 
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fully together, to the praise and glory of God. For 
when ye meet fully together in the same place, the 
powers of the devil are destroyed, and his mischief 
is dissolved by the unity of your faith. And indeed, 
nothing is better than peace; by which all war both 
spiritual and earthly, is abolished. 

14. Of all which nothing is hid from you, if ye 
have perfect faith and charity in Christ Jesus,, which 
are the beginning and end of life. For the beginning 
is fai'h; the end charity. And these two joined to- 
gether, are of God: but all other things which con- 
cern a holy life are the consequences of these. No 
man professing a true faith, sinneth; neither does he 
who has charity, hate any. The tree is made mani- 
fest by its fruity [Matt, xii, 33 \ So they who pro- 
fess themselves to be Christians, are known by 
what they do. For Christianity is not the work of 
an outward, profession; but shews itself in the 
power of faith, if a man be found faithful unto the 
end. 

15. It is better for a man to hold his peace, and be ^ 
than to say, he is a Christian , and not to be. It is 
good to teach; if what he says, he does likewise. 
There is therefore one master who spake, and it was 
done; and even those things which he did without 
speaking are worthy of the Father. He that possess- 
es the word of JesuB, is truly able to hear his very 
silence, that he may be perfect; and both do accord- 
ing to what he speaks, and be known by those things 
of which he is silent. There is nothing hid from 
God, but even our secrets are nigh unto him. Let us 
therefore do all things, as becomes those who have 
God dwelling in them; that we may be his temples, 
and he may be our God : as also he is, and will man- 
ifest himself before our faces, by those things for 
which we justly love him. 

16. Be not deceived, my brethren : those that cor- 
rupt families by adultery, shall not inherit the king- 
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fflom of God.(d) If therefore they who do this accord- 
ing to the flesh, have suffered death ;(e) how much 
more shall he die, who by his wicked doctrine cor- 
rupts the faith of God, for which Christ was crucified? 
he that is thus defiled, shall depart into unquencha- 
ble fire, and so also shall he that hearkens to him. 

17. For this cause did the Lord suffer the ointment 
to be poured on his head, that he might breathe the 
breath of immortality unto his Church. Be not ye 
therefore anointed with the evil savour of the doctrine 
of the prince of this world : let him not take you cap- 
tive from the life that is set before you. And why 
are we not all wise; seeing we have received the 
knowledge of God, which is Jesus Christ? Why do 
we suffer ourselves foolishly to perish; not consider- 
ing the gift which the Lord has truly sent to us? 

18. Let my life be sacrificed for the doctrine of the 
cross ;(/) which is indeed a scandal to the unbelievers, 
but to us is salvation and life eternal. Where is the 
wise man! where is the disputer ? [1 Cor. i. 20.] 
where is the boasting of those who are called wise? 
for our God Jesus Christ, was according to the dispen- 
sation of God, conceived in the womb of Mary, of 
the seed of David by the Holy Ghost: he was born, 
and baptized, that through his passion, he might 
purify water, to the washing away of sin. 

19. Now the virginity of Mary, nnd he who was 
born of her; was kept in secret from the prince of 
this world; as was also the death of our Lord; three 
of the mysteries the most spoken of throughout the 
world, yet done in secret by God.(g) How then was 
our Saviour manifested to the world? a star shone in 
Heaven beyond all the other stars, and its light was 
inexpressible, and its novelty struck terror into men’s 
minds. All the rest of the stars, together with the 
sun and moon, were the chorus to this star:, but that 

d 1 Cor. vi. 9,10. <rlCor.x.8. / 1 Cor. i. 18, 23, 94. 

g See Rom. xvi.25. 
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sent out its light exceedingly above them all. And 
men began to be troubled to think whence this new 
star came so unlike to all the others. Hence all the 
power of magic became dissolved; and every bond 
of wickedness was destroyed; men’* ignorance was 
taken away, and the old kingdom abolished; God 
himself appearing in the form of a man, for the re- 
newal of eternal life. Fronuhence began what God-‘ 
had prepared: from thenceforth things were disturb- 
ed; forasmuch as he designed to abolish death. 

20. But if Jesus Christ shall give me grace through 
your prayers, and it be his will, J purpose in a second 
Epistle which I will suddenly write unto you to man- 
ifest to you more fully the dispensation of which I 
have now begun to speak, unto the new man, which* 
is Jesus Christ; both in his faith, and charity ; in his 
suffering, and in his resurrection : especially if the 
Lord shall make known unto me, that ye all by name 
come together in common in one faith, and in one 
Jesus Christ; who was of the race of David accord- 
ing to the flesh; the son of man, and Son of God, 
obeying your Bishop and the Presbytery with an en- 
tire affection;; breaking one and the same bread, 
which is the medicine of immortality; our antidote 
that we should not die, but live forever in Christ Jesus. 

21. My soul be for yours, and theirs whom ye have 
sent, to the glory of God; even unto Smyrna, from* 
whence also I write to you ; giving thanks unto the 
Lord, and loving Polycarp even as I do you. Re- 
member me, as Jesus Christ does remember you. 
Pray for the Church which is in Syria* from whence 
I am carried bound to Rome; being the least of all 
the faithful Which are there, as I have been thought 
worthy to be found to the glory of God. Fare ye 
well in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ, our com- 
mon hope. — Amen. 
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THE EPISTLE OF ST. IGNATIUS 
TO THE MAGNESIAN S, 

Ignatius who is also called Theophorus; to the blessed { Church J 
by the grace of God the Father in Jesus Christ our Saviour : 
in whom I salute the Church which is at Magnesia near the 
Meander; and wish it all joy ^in God the Father , and in Je- 
sus Christ, 

1. When I heard of vour well ordered love and 
charity in< God, being full of joy, I desired much to 
speak unto you in the faith of Jesus Christ. For 
having been thought worthy to obtain a most excellent 
name, in the bonds which I carry about. I salute the 
Churches; wishing in them a union both of the body 
and Spirit of Jesus Christ,, our eternal life; as also 
of faith and charity, to which nothing is preferred : 
but especially of Jesus and the Father; in whom if 
we undergo all the injuries of the prince of this pre- 
sent world, and escape, we shall enjoy God. 

2. Seeing then I have been judged worthy to see- 
you, by Damas your most excellent Bishop; and by 
your very worthy Presbyters, Bassus, and Apollonius; 
and by my fellow servant Sotio the deacon; in whom 
1 rejoice, forasmuch as he is subject unto his Bishop 
as to the grace of God, and to the Presbytery as to the 
law of Jesus Christ; I determined to write unto you. 

3v Wherefore it will become you also not to use 
your Bishop too familiarly upon the account of hir 
youth; but to yield all reverence to him according to. 
the power of God the Father: as also I perceive that t 
your holy Presbyters do; not considering' his age, u 
which indeed to appearance is young; but as becomes 
those who are prudent in God, submitting to him, or 
rather not to him, but to the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ the Bishop of us all. It will therefore behovo 
you, with all sincerity, to obey your Bishop; in hon- 
our of him whose pleasure it is that ye should do so, 
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because he that does not do so, deceives not the Bish- 
op whom, he sees, but affronts him that is invisible. 
For whatsoever of this kind is done, it reflects not 
upon man, bur upon God, who knows the secrets of 
our hearts. 

4. It is therefore fitting, that we should not only be 
called Christians, but be so. As some call indeed 
their governor, Bishop; but yet do all things without 
him. . But l ean never think that such as these have 
a good conscience, seeing they are not gathered to- 
gether thoroughly according to God’s commandment. 

5. Seeing that all things have an end, there are 
these two indifferently set before us, death and life; 
and every one shall depart unto his proper place. For 
as there are two 9orts of coins, the one of God, the 
other of the world; and each of these has its proper 
inscription engraven upon it; so also is it here. The 
unbelievers are of this world ; but ihe faithful, through 
charity, have the character of God tho Father by 
Jesus Christ: by whom if we are not readily disposed 
to die after the likeness of his passion, his life is not 
in u«. 

0. Forasmuch therefore ns I have in the persons 
before mentioned, seen all of you in faith and charity; 
I exhort you that ye study to do all things in a divine 
concord: your Bishop presiding in the place of God, 
your Presbyters in the place of the council of the 
Apostles; and your Deacons most dear to me, being 
entrusted wjth the ministry of Jesus Christ; who 
was with the Father before all ages, and appeared in 
the end to us.(rf) Wherefore taking the same holy 
course, see that ye all reverence one another.: and let 
ho one look upon his neighbour after the flesh, but do 
you all mutually love each other in Jesus Christ. 
Let there be nothing that may be able to make a di- 
vision among you; but be ye united to your Bishop, 


• Wat made manifeit. Hebr. ix. 26. 
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and those, who preside over you, to be your pattern 
and direction in the .way to immortality. 

7. As therefore the Lord did nothing without the 
Father, being united to him; neither by himself nor 
yet by his Apostles; so neither do ye do any thing 
without your Bishop and Presbyters :*neither endeav- 
our to let any thing appear rational to yourselves 
ap^rt; but being come together into the same place, 
have one common prayer; one supplication; one 
mind; one hope; in charity and in joy undefiled. 
There is one Lord Jesus Christ, than whom nothing 
is better. Wherefore come ye all together as unto 
one temple of God; as to one altar; as to one Jesus 
Christ; who proceeded from one Father, and exists 
in one, and is returned to one.(b) 

8. Be not deceived with strange doctrines; nor 
with old fables which are unprofitable. For if we 
still continue to live according to the Jewish law, we 
do confess ourselves not to have received grace. 
For even the most holy prophets lived according to 
Christ Jesus. And for this cause were they persecu- 
ted, being inspired by his grace, to convince the un- 
believers and disobedient that there is one God who 
has manifested himself by Jesus Christ his Son; who 
is his eternal word, not coming forth from silence, who 
in all things pleased him that sent him, [John i. 1.] 
i 9. Wherefore if they who were brought up in 
these antient laws came nevertheless to the newness of 
hope;- no longer observing Sabbaths, but keeping the 
Lord’s day, in which also our life is sprung up by 
him, and through his death, whom yet some deny: 
(by which mystery we have been brought to believe, 
and therefore wait that we may be found the disciples 
of Jesus Christ, our only master:) how shall we be 
able to live different from him; whose disciples. the 


6 John x. 30 — xiv. 1), 12— xvii. 31, 23.— Eph. iv. 3, 4, 5, 
6.— John xvi. 28. 
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very prophets themselves being, did by the Spirit e*> 
pect him as their master.* And therefore he whom 
they justly waited for, being come, raised them up 
from the dead* [Mat. xxvii. 52.] 

10. Let us not then be insensible of his goodness; 
for should he have dealt with us according to our 
works, we had* not now had a being. Wherefore 
being become his disciples, let us learn to live ac- 
cording to the rules of Christianity : for whosoever is 
called by any other name besides this, he is not of 
God. Lay aside therefore the old, and sour, and evil 
leaven; and be changed into the new leaven, which, 
is Jesus Christ. JBe y e salted in him, lest any one 
among you should be corrupted; for by your Saviour 
ye shall be judged. It is absurd to name Jesus 
Christ, and to Judaize. For the Christian religion did 
not embrace the Jewish, but the Jewish the Christian;, 
that so every tongue that believed might be gathered 
together unto God. 

11. These things, my beloved, I write unto you; 
not that I know of any among jou that lie under thia 
error: but as one of the least among you, I am desi- 
rous to forewarn you that ye fall not into the snarea 
of vain doctrine: but that ye be fully instructed in 
the birth and suffering, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, our hope; which was accomplished in the 
time of the government of Pontius Pilate, and that 
most truly and certainly; and from which God forbid 
that any among you should he turned aside. 

12. May I therefore have joy of you in all things, 
if I shall be worthy of it. For though I am bound, 
yet am I not worthy to be compared to one of you 
that are at liberty. I know that ye are not puffed up; 
for ye have Jesus Christ in your hearts. And espe- 
cially when I commend you, I know that ye are 
ashamed, as it is written, the just man condemneth 
himself \ [Prov. xviii. 17. Sept.] 

13. Study therefore to be confirmed in the doctrine 


Digitized by C.ooQle 



135 ] 

t>f our Lord, and of his Apostles; that so whatsoever 
ye do, ye may prosper both in body and spirit; in 
iaith and ehanty ; in the Son, and in the Father, and 
in the Holy Spirit; in the beginning, and in the end: 
together with your most wortlry Bishop, and the welk 
wrought spiritual crown of your Presbytery; and 
your deacons which are according to God. Be sub- 
ject to your Bishop, and to one another, as Jesus 
Christ to the Father according to the flesh; and the 
Apostles both to Christ, and to the Father, and to the 
Holy Ghost; that so ye may be united both in body 
and Spirit. 

14. Knowing you to be full of God, I have the 
more briefly exhorted you. Be mindful of me in your 
prayers, that I may attain unto God; and of the 
Church that is in Syria, from which I am not worthy 
to be called. For I stand in need of your joint pray- 
ers in God, and of your charity, that the Church 
which is in Syria may be thought worthy to be nour- 
ished by your Church. 

15. The Ephesians from Smyrna salute you, from 
which place I write unto you; (being present here to 
the glory of God, in like manner as you are,) who 
have in all things refreshed me; together with Poly- 
carp the Bishop of tho Smyrneans. The rest of the 
Churches, in the honour of Jesus Christ, salute you. 
Farewell, and be ye strengthened in the concord of 
God; enjoying his inseparable Spirit, which is Jesus 
Christ. 
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THE EPISTLE OF ST. IGNATIUS 

/ 

TO THE TRALLIANS. 

tgnatius , who is also called Theophorus , to the holy Church 
which is at Tralles in Jlsia ; beloved of God , the Father of 
Jesus Christ ; fleet, and worthy of God , having peace through 
the flesh , and blood , and passion of Jesus Christ our hope ; in 
the resurrection which is by him: which also I salute in its 
fulness % continuing in the Jipostolical character; wishing all 
joy and happiness unto it. 

1. I have heard of your blameless and constant 
disposition through patience, which not only appears 
in your outward conversation, but is naturally roofed, 
and grounded in you: in like manner as Polybius 
your Bishop has declared unto me; who came to me 
to Smyrna, by the will of God and Jesus Christ; and 
so rejoiced together with me in my bonds for Jesus 
Christ, that in effect I saw your whole Church in 
him. Having therefore received the testimony of 
your good will towards me for God’s sake, by him; 
I seemed to find you, as also I knew that ye were, the 
followers of God. 

2. For whereas ye are subject to your Bishop as 
to Jesus Christ, ye appear to me to live not after the 
manner of men, but according to Jesus Christ; who 
died for us, that so believing in his death, ye might 
escape death. It is therefore necessary, that as ye 
do, so without your Bishop you should do nothing: 
also be ye subject to your Presbyters, as to the Apos- 
tles of Jesus Christ onr hope; in whom if we walk, 
we shall be found in him. The deacons also, as being 
the ministers of the mysteries of Jesus Christ, must 
by all means please all. For they are not the minis- 
ters of meat and drink, but of the Church of God. 
Wherefore they must avoid all offences, as they would 
do fire. 
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8. Tn like manner let all reverence the deacons as 
testis Christ; and the Bishop as the Father, and the 
Presbyters as the Sinhedrim of God, and college of 
the Apostles. Without these there is no Church, 
Concerning all which I am persuaded that ye think 
after the very same manner: for 1 have received, and 
even now have with me the pattern of your love, in 
your Bishop. Whose very look is instructive; and 
whose mildness powerful; whom I am persuadeu the 
very atheists themselves cannot hut reverence. But 
because I have a love towards you, I will not write 
any more sharply unto you about this mitter, though 
I very well might; hut now I have done so; lest be- 
ing a condemned man, I should seem to prescribe to 
you as an Apostle. 

4. I have great knowledge in God; but I refrain 
myself, lest I should perish in my boasting. For 
now 1 ought the more to fear, and not hearken to (hose 
that would puff me up. For they lhat speak to me, 
in my praise, chasten me. For I indeed desire to suf- 
fer, but 1 cannot tell whether 1 am worthy so to do. 
And this desire, though to others it does not appear, 
yet to myself it is for that very reason the more vio- 
lent. 1 have therefore need of moderation; by which 
the prince of this world is destroyed. 

5. Am I not able to write to you of heavenly 
things? hut I fear lest 1 should harm you, who are 
yet but babes in Christ: (excuse me this care,) and 
lest perchance being not able to receive them, yo 
should he choaked with them. For even 1 myself, 
although I am in bonds, yet am not therefore able to 
understand heavenly things: as the places of the 
Angels, and the several companies of them, under 
their respective princes; tilings visible and invisible; 
but in these 1 am yet a learner; for many things are 
wanting to us, that we come not short of God. 

6. 1 exhort you therefore, or rather not f, but the 
love of Jesus Christ, that ye use none but Christian 
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nourishment; abstaining from pasture which is of 
another kind, I mean heresy. For they that are her - 
etic8i confound together the doctrine of Jesus Christ, 
with their own poison; whilst they seem worthy of 
belief: as men give a deadly potion mixed with sweet 
wine; which he who is ignorant of, does with the 
treacherous pleasure sweetly drink in his own death* 

7. Wherefore guard yourselves against such per- 
sons. And that you will do if you are not puffed up; 
but continue in>epnrable from Jesus Christ our God, 
and from your Bishop, and from the commands of the 
Apostles. He that is within the altar is pure; but he 
that is without, that is, that does any thing without 
the Bishop, and Presbyters, and Deacons, is not pure 
in bis conscience. 

8. Not that I know there is any thing of this na- 
ture among you; hut I fot e-arm yon, as being greatly 
beloved by ine, foreseeing the snares of the Devil. 
Wherefore putting on meekness, renew yourselves 
in faith, that is the flesh of the Lord; and in charity, 
that is the blood of Jesus Christ. Let no man have 
any grudge against his neighbour. Give no occasion 
to the Gentiles; lest by means of a few foolish 
men, tho whole congregation of God be evil spoken 
of. For woe to that man through whose vanity my 
name is blasphemed by any. 

9. Stop your ears, therefore, as often as any one 
(shall speak contrary to Jesus Christ; who was of the 

race of David, of the Virgin Mary. Who was truly 
born, and did eat and drink; was truly persecuted 
Under Pontius Pilate; was truly crucified and dead; 
both those in Heaven, and on earth, and under the 
earth being spectators of it. Who was also truly 
raised from the dead by his Father, after the same 
| manner as he will also raise up us who believe in 
j him, by Christ Jesus; without whom we have no 
{true life. 

1(L But if as some who are atheists, that is to say 
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tnfidel?, pretend, that he only seemed to suffer: (they 
tbemseives only seeming to exist) why then arn I 
bound? why do I desire to fight with beasts? there- 
fore do I die in vain: therefore 1 will not speak falsely 
against the Lord. 

11. Flee therefore these evil sprouts which bring 
forth deadly fruit; of which if any one taste, he shall 
presently die. For these are not the plants of the 
Father; seeing if they were, they would appear to 
be the branches of the cross, and their fruit would 
be incorruptible: by which he invites you through his 
passion, who are members of him. For the head 
cannot be without its members, God having promised 
a union, that is himself. 

12. I salute you from Smyrna, together with the 
Churches of God that are present with me; who 
have refreshed me in all things, both in the flesh and 
in the spirit. My bonds, which I carry about me for 
the sake of Christ, (beseeching him that 1 may attain 
unto God) exhort you, that you continue in concord 
among yourselves, and in prayer with one another. 
For it becomes every one of you, especially the 
Presbyters, to refresh the Bishop, to the honour of the 
Father, of Jesus Christ, and of the Apostles. I be- 
seech you that you hearken to me in love; that I may 
not by those things which l write, rise up in witness 
against you. Pray also for me; who through the 
mercy of God stand in need of your prayers, that I 
may be worthy of the portion which 1 am about to 
obtain, that I be not found a reprobate. 

13. The love of those who are at Smyrna and 
Ephesus salute you. Remember in your prayers the 
Church of Syria, from which I am not worthy to be 
called, being one of the least of it. Fare ye well in 
Jesus Christ; being subject to your Bishop as to the 
command of God; and so likewise to the Presbytery, 
Love every one his brother with an unfeigned heart. 
My soul be your expiation, not only now, but when 
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I shall have attained unto God: for I am yet under* 
danger. But the Father is faithful in Jesus Christ, 
to fulfil both mine and your petition: in whom may 
ye be found unblameubie. 


THE EPISTLE OF ST. IGNATIUS 

Pf TO THE ROMANS. 

Ignatius who is also called Theophorus , to the Church which 
has obtained mercy from the majesty of the Most High 
Father , and his only begotten Son Jesus Christy beloved , 
and illuminated through the will of Him who wi/leth all 
things which are according to the love of Jesus Christ our 
God, tvhich also presides in the place of the region of the 
Romans; and which I salute in the name of Jesus Christy 
[as being] united bolti in Jiesh and spirit to all his conmandsy 
and JiUea with the grace of God; [all joy J i:i Jesus Christ 
our God. 

1. Forasmuch ns f have at last obtained through 
my prayers to God, to see your faces, whic h I much 
desired to do; being bound in Christ Jesus, I hope era 
long to salute you, if it shall be the will of God to 
grant me to attain unto the end l long for. For the 
beginning is well disposed, if I shall but have grace, 
without hindrance, to receive what is appointed for 
me. But I fear your love, lest it do me an injury. 
For it is easy for you to do what you please; but it 
will be hard for me to attain unto God, if you spare 
me. 

2. But I would not that ye should please men, 
but God; whom also ye do please. For neither shall 
I ever hereafter have such an opportunity of going 
unto God; nor will you, if ye shall now he silent, ever 
be entitled to a better work. For if you shall be si- 
lent in my behalf, 1 shall he made partaker of God. 
But if you shall love my body, I shall have my 
course again to run. Wherefore ye cannot do me a 
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greater kindness, than to suffer me to be sacrificed 
unto God, now that the altar is already prepared: 
that when ye shall be gathered together in love, ye 
may give thanks to the Father through Christ Jesus, 
that he has vouchsafed to bring a Bishop of Syria 
unto you, being called from the east unto the west. 
For it is good for me to set from the world, unto God; 
that 1 may rise again unto him. 

3. Ye have never envied any one; ye have taught 
others. I would therefore that ye should now do 
those things yourselves , which in your instructions 
you have prescribed to others . Only pray for me, 
that God would give me both inward and outward 
strength, that (may not only sav, but will; nor only 
called a Christian, but be found one. For if I shall 
be found a Christian , I may then deservedly be call- 
ed one: and be thought faithful , when 1 shall no longer 
appear to the world. Nothing is good, that is seen. 
For even our God Jesus Christ, now that he is in the 
Father, does so much the more appear. A Chris- 
tian is not a work of opinion; but of greatness of 
mind [especially when he is hated by the world.] 

4. 1 write to the Churches, and signify to them 
all, that I am willing to die for God, unless you hin- 
der me. I beseech you that you shew not an unsea- 
sonable good will towards me. Suffer me to be food 
to the wiid blasts by whom I shall attain unto God. 
For I am the wheat of God: and I shall be ground 
by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may be found 
the pure bread of Christ. Rather encourage the 
beasts, that they may become my sepulchre; and 
may leave nothing of my body; that being dead, I 
may not be troublesome to any. Then shall I be 
truly the disciple of Jesus Christ, when the world 
shall not see so much as my body. Pray therefore 
unto Christ for me, that by these instruments I may 
l>e made the sacrifice of God. I do not, as Peter 
and Paul, command you. They were Apostles, I 


Digitized by L.ooQle 



I 


[ 42 ] 

a condemned man; they were free, hut I am even 
to this day a servant: but if 1 shall suffer, I shall then 
become the freeman of Jesus Christ, and shall rise 
free. And now, being in bonds, 1 learn, not to desire 
any thing. 

5. From Syria even unto Rome, I fight with 
beasts both by sea and land; both night and day: be- 
ing hound to ten leopards, that is to say, to such a 
band of soldiers; who though treated with all manner 
of kindness, are the worse for it. But I am the 
more instructed by their injuries; “yet am I there- 
fore not justified, 1 ’ [1 Cor. iv. 4.] May I enjoy the 
wild beasts that me prepared- tor me ; which also I 
wish may exercise all their fierceness upon me: and 
whom for that end 1 will encourage, that they may be 
sure to devour me, and not serve me as they have 
done some, whom outof fear they have not touched. 
But, and if they will not do- it willingly, I will pro- 
voke them to it. Pardon me in this matter; I know 
whut is profitable for me. Now I begin to be a dis- 
ciple: [Luke xiv. 27.] nor shall any thing move me, 
whether visible or invisible, that I may attain to 
Christ Jesus. Let fire, and the cross; let the com- 
panions of wild beasts, “let breakings of bones, and 
tearing of members; let the shattering in pieces of 
the whole body, and all the wicked torments of the 
Devil come upon me, only let me enjoy Jesus Chr.ist. 

6. All the ends of the world; and the kingdoms of 
it, will profit me nothing: l would rather die for Je- 
sus Christ, than rule to the utmost ends of the earth. 
Him I seek who died for us: him l desire that rose 
again for us. This is the gain that is laid up for me. 
Pardon me, my brethren, ye shall not hinder me 
from living: [nor seeing I desire to go to God, may 
you separate me from him , for the sake of this world; 
nor seduce me by any of the desires of it.] Suffer 
me to entep into pure light; where being come, 1 
shall be indeed the servant of God.. Permit me to. 
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imitate the passion of my God. If any one has hint 
within himself, let him consider what I desire; and 
let him have compassion on me, as knowing how I 
am straightened. 

7. The prince of this world would fain carry me 
awav, and corrupt my resolution towards my God. 
Let none of you therefore help him: rather do ye 
join with me, that is, with God. Do not speak with 
Jcsi s Christ, and yet covet the world. Let not any 
envy dwell with you: no not though I myself when 
1 shall be come unto you, should exhort you to it, yet 
do not ye hearken to me; but rather believe what I 
now write to you. For though I am alive at the 
writing of this, yet my desire is to die. My love is 
crucified, [and the fire that is wiilv.n me docs not desire 
any water; but being alive and sprrhging within me, 
says] come tothe Father. I take no pleasure in the food 
of corruption, nor in the pleasures of this life. I desire 
the bread of God, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ, 
(oft he seed of David; and the drink that I long for) ia 
his blood, which is incorruptible love. 

8. I have no desire to live any longer after the 
manner of men, neither shall I, if you consent. 
Be ye therefore willing, that ye yourselves also may 
be pleasing to God. i exhort you in a few words j. 
I pray you believe me. Jesus Christ will show 
you that 1 speak truly. My mouth is without de- 
ceit, and the Father hath truly spoken by it. Pray 
therefore tor tne, that I may accomplish what I c/e- 
#t re. 1 have not written to you after the flesh, but 
according to the will of God. If I shall suffer, ye 
have loved me; but if 1 shall be rejected, ye have ha- 
ted me. 

9. Remember in your prayers the Church of 
6yria, which now enjoys God for its slvepherd instead 
of me: let Jesus Christ only oversee it, and your 
charity. But lam even ashamed to be reckoned as 
eae of them: for neither am 1 worthy, being the least 
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among them, and as one born out of due season.— 
But through mercy I have obtained to be somebody, 
if I shall get unto God, [1 Cor. xv. 8.] My spirit sa- 
lutes you; and the charity of the Churches that have 
received me in the name of Jesus Christ; not as a 
passenger: for even they that were not near to me in 
the way, have gone before me to the next city to meet 
me. 

10. These things I write to you from Smyrna, by 
the most worthy of the Church of Ephesus. There 
is now with me, together with many others, Crocus 
most beloved of me. As for those which are come 
from Syria, and are gone before me to Rome, to the 
glory of God, i suppose you are not ignorant of them. 
Ye shall therefore signify to them that I draw near, 
for they are all worthy both of God, and of you: 
whom it is fit that you refresh in nil things. This 
have I written to you, the day before the ninth of 
the Calends of September. Be strong unto the end, 
in the patience of Jesus Christ. 


THE EPISTLE OF ST. IGNATIUS 

TO THE PHILADELPHIANS. 

Ignatius , toho is also called Theophorus , to the Church of Ood 
t/ie Father , and our Lord Jesus Christy which is at Philadel- 
phia in .Asia; which has obtained mercy, being fixed in the 
concord of God , and rejoicing evermore in the passion of our 
Lord , and being fulfilled in all mercy through his resurrec- 
tion : which also I salute in the blond of Jesus Christ , which 
is our eternal and und$filed joy : especially if they arc at uni- 
ty with the Bishop , and Presbyters who are with him , and the 
deacons appointed according to the mind of Jesus Christ; 
whom he has settled according to his own will in all firmness 
by his Holy Spirit . 

1. Which Bishop I know obtained that great min- 
istry among you, not of himself, neither by men, nor 
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out of vain glory, but by the love of God the Father, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ: whose moderation I ad- 
mire; who by his silence is able to do more, than oth- 
ers with all their vain talk. For he is fitted to the 
commands, as (he harp to its strings. Wherefore my 
soul esteems his mind towards God most happy, 
knowing it to be fruitful in all virtue, and perfect; 
full of constancy; free from passion, and according 
to all the moderation of the living God. 

2. Wherefore as becomes the children both of the 
light and of truth; flee divisions and false doctrinesr 
but where your shepherd is, there do yc, as sheep, 
follow after. For there are many wolves who seem 
worthy of belief, that with a false pleasure lead cap- 
tive those that run in the course of God: but in your 
concord, they shall find no place. 

3. Abstain therefore from thosq evil herbs which 
Jesus Christ does not dress; because such are not the 
plantation of the Father. Not that 1 have found any 
division among you, but rather all manner of purity. 
For as many as are of God, and of Jesus Christ, are 
also with their Bishop. And as many ns shall with 
repentance return into the unity of the Church, even 
these shall also be the servnnts of God, that 
they may live according to Jesus Christ. Be not de- 
ceived, brethren: if any one follows him that makes 
a schism in the Church, he shall not inherit the king- 
dom of God. If anyone walks after any other opin- 
ion, he agrees not with the passion of Christ. 

4. Wherefore let it be your endeavour to partake all 
of the same holy euclmrist. For there is but one 
flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ; and one cup, in the 
unity of his blood; one altar; as also there is one 
Bishop, together with his Presbytery, and the deacon# 
ifiy fellow servants: that so whatsoever ye do, ye 
may do it according to the will of God. 

5. My brethren, the love 1 have towards you makes 
me the more large; and having a great joy in you, I 
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endeavour to secure you against danger: or rather not 
I, but Jesus Christ; in whom being bound l the more 
fear, as being yet only on the way to suffering. But 
your prayer to God shall make me perfect, that l may 
attain to that portion, which by God’s mercy is allot- 
ted to me: fleeing to the Gospel as to the flesh of 
Christ; and to the Apostles as to the Presbytery of 
the Church. Let us also love the prophets, for as 
much as they also have led us to the Gospel, and to the 
hope in Christ, and to expect him. In whom also 
believing they were saved, in the unity of Jesus 
Christ; being holy men, worthy to be loved, and had 
in wonder; who have received testimony from Jesus 
Christ, and are numbered in the Gospel of our com- 
mon hope. 

6. But if any one shall preach the Jewish law unto 
you, hearken not unto him: for it is better to receive 
the doctrine of Christ from one that has been circum- 
cised, than Judaism from one that has not. But if 
either the one or other, do not speak concerning 
Christ Jesus; they seem to he but as monuments and 
sepulchres of the dead, upon which are written only 
the names of men. Flee therefore the wicked arts 
and snares of the prince of this world; lest at any 
time being oppressed by his cunning, ye grow cold in 
your charity. But come all together into the same 
place, wilh an undivided heart. And, I bless my 
God that I have a good conscience towards you, and 
that no one among you has whereof to boast either 
openly or privately, that 1 have been burdensome to 
him in much or little. And I wish to all amongst 
whom I have conversed, that it may not turn to a wit- 
ness against them. 

7. For although some would have deceived me ac- 
cording to the flesh; yet the Spirit, being from God, 
is not deceived: for it knows both whence it comes, 
and whither it goes, and reproves the secrets of the 
heart . I cried whilst I was among you; I spake with 
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a loud voice; attend to the Bishop and to the Pres* 
fcytery, and to the deacons. Now some supposed 
that I spake this as foreseeing the division that should 
come among you. But he is rny witness for whose 
sake I am in bonds that I knew nothing from any 
man. But the Spirit spake, saying on this wise; do 
nothing wi.hout the Bishop: keep your bodies as the 
temples of God: love unity: flee divisions: be the 
followers of Christ, as he was of his Father. 

8. I therefore did as became me, as a man compos- 
ed to unity. For where there is division and wrath, 
God dwelleth not. But the Lord forgives all that re- ^ 
pent, if they return to the unity of God, and to the 
council of the Bishop. For I trust in the grace of 
Jesus Christ- that lie will free you from every bond. 
Nevertheless I exhort you that you do nothing out of 
strife, but according to the instruction of Christ 
Because 1 have heard of some who say; unless I find 
it written in the originals, I will not believe it to be 
written in (he Gospel. And when I said, it is writ- 
ten, they answered what lay before them in their 
corrupted copies. But to me Jesus Christ is instead 
of all the uncorrupted monuments in the world: to- 
gether with those undefiled monuments, his cross, and 
death, and resurrection* and the faith which is by 
him: by which I desire, through your prayers, to be 
justified 

9. The priests indeed are good; hut much better is 
the high Priest to whom the holy of holies has been 
committed, and who alone has been entrusted with 
the secrets of God. He is the door of the Father; 
by which Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all 
prophets enter in; as well as the Apostles and the 
Church. And all these things tend to the unity which 
is of God. Howbcit the Gospel has somewhat in it 
far above all other dispensations ; namely, the appear- 
ance of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, his passi- 
on and resurrection. For the beloved prophets refer- 
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red to him: but the Gospel is the perfection of incor- 
ruption. All thertfore together are good, if ye be- 
lieve with charity. 

10. Now as concerning the Church of Antioch 
which is iu Syria, seeing lam told that through your 
prayers, and the bowels which ye have towards it in 
Jesus Christ, it is in peace ; it will become you, a9 
the Church of God, to ordain some deacon to go to 
them thither as the ambassador of God; that he may 
rejoice with them when they meet together, and glo- 
rify God's name. Blessed be that man in Jesus 
Christ, who shall be found worthy of such a ministry; 
and ye yourselves also shall be glorified. Now if ye 
be willing, it is not impossible for you to do this for 
the sake of God; as also the other neighbouring 
Churches have sent them, some Bishops, some priests 
and deacons. 

11. As concerning Philo, the deacon of Cilicia, a 
most worthy man, lie s'ili ministers unto me in the 
word of God; together with Rheus of Agathopolis, 
a singular good person, who h-»s followed me even 
from Syria, not regarding his life: these also bear 
witness unto you. And I myself give thanks to God 
for you, that ye receive them as the Lord shall re- 
ceive you. But for those that dishonoured them, may 
they be forgiven through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
The charity of the brethren that are at Troas salutes 
you; from whence also 1 now write by Burrhus, who 
was sent together with me by those of Ephesus and 
Smyrna, for respect sake. May our Lord Jesus 
Christ honour them; in whom they hope, both in 
flesh, and soul, and spirit; in faith, in love, in unity, 
Farewell in Christ Jesus our common hope. 
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THE EPISTIiE OF ST. IGNATIUS 

TO THE S MYBNEANS. 

Ignatius , who is also called Theophorus; to the Church qf God 
the Father , and qf the beloved Jesus Christ; t ihich God hath 
mercifully blessed with every good gift , being filled with faith 
and charity , jo tl w wanting in no gift ; most worthy qf 

God , and fruitful in saints ; the Church which is at Smyrna 
in •Asia; all joy , through his immaculate Spirit y and the 
word of God . 

1. I glorify God, even Jesus Christ, who has given 
you such wisdom. For I have observed that you are 
settled in an immoveable faith, as if you were nailed 
to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, both in the 
flesh and in the spirit; and are confirmed in love 
through the blood of Christ; being fully persuaded of 
those things which relate unto our Lord: who truly 
was of the race of David according to the flesh, but 
the Son of God according to the will and power of 
God: truly born of the Virgin, and baptized of John, 
that so all righteousness might he fulfilled hy him. 
[Mat. iii . 15.] He was also truly crucified by Pon- 
tius Pilate and Herod the Tetrarch, being nailed for 
us in the flesh; by the fruits of which we are, even 
by his most blessed passion; that he might set up a 
token for all ages through his resurrection, to all 
his holy and faithful servants, whether they be Jews 
or Gentiles, in one body of his Church. 

2. Now all these things he suffered for us, that wr 
ftiight be saved. And he suffered truly, as he also 
truly raised up himself: and not, as some unbeliev- 
ers say, that he only seemed to suffer, they themselves 
only seeming to be. And as they believe so shall U 
happen unto them; when being divested of the body, 
they shall become mere spirits. 

3. But I know that even after his resurrection no 
was in the flesh; and I believe that he is still so* 
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And when he came to those who were with Peter, he 
said unto them, take, handle me, and see that I am 
not an incorporeal deemon. And straightway they 
felt him and believed; being convinced both by his 
flesh and spirit. For this cause they despised death, 
and were found to be above it. But after his resur- 
rection he did eat and drink with them, as he was 
flesh; although as to his spirit he was united to the 
Father. 

4. Now these things, beloved, I put you in mind of, 
not questioning but that you yourselves also believe 
that they are so. But I arm you before-hand against 
certain beasts in the shape of men; whom you must 
not only not receive, but if it be possible must not 
meet with. Only you must pray for them, that if it 
be the will of God they may repent; which yet will 
be very hard. But of this oar Lord Jesus Christ has 
the power, who is our true life. For if all these 
things were done only in show by our Lord, then do 
1 also seem only to be bound: and why have I given 
up myself to death, to the fire, to the sword , to wild 
beasts? but now the nearer I am to the sword, the 
nearer am I to God : when I shall come among the 
wild beasts I shall come to God. Only in the name 
of Jesus Christ I undergo ail, to suffer together with 
him; he who was made a perfect man strengthening 

5. Whom some, not knowing, do denv- or ruber 

t:5, b “s L d '"? d .hnc.£ s 

Snhee? her of , ,he trulh - VVhom "either the 
prophecies, nor the law of Moses have persuaded- 

nor the Gospel itself even to this day, no/the suffer! 
ingsof every one of us. For the'v think „t=e .tl 

he lhalf °' US ' For 7, h 1 at d ° es a man f ‘ ofit nm, 
if he shall praise me, and blaspheme my Lord- not 

confessing that he was truly made man? now he that 

doth not say this, does in effect deny him, and is, A 

death. But for the names of such as do this, they 
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being unbelievers, I thought it not fitting to write 
them unto you. Yea, God forbid that I should make 
any mention of them, until they shall repent to a 
true belief of Christ’s passion, which is our resur- 
rection. 

6. Let no man deceive himself; both the things 
which are in Heaven, and the glorious Angels, and 
princes, whether visible or invisible, if they believ© 
not in the blood of Christ, it shall be to them to con- 
demnation. “He that is able to receive this, let him 
receive it.” [Matt. xix. 12.] Let no man’s place or 
state in the world puff him up: that which is worth 
all is faith and charity, to which nothing is to be pre- 
ferred. But consider those who are of a different 
opinion from us, as to what concerns the grace of 
Jesus Christ which is come unto us, how contrary 
they are to the design of God? they have no regard 
to charity; no care of the widow, the fatherless, and 
the oppressed; of the bound or free, of the hungry 
or thirsty. 

7. They abstain from the eucharist, and from the 

public offices; because they confess not the euchar- 
ist to be the flesh of our Saviour Jesus Christ; which 
suffered for our sins, and which the Father of his 
goodness, raised again trom the dead. And for this 
cause contradicting the gift of God, they die in their 
disputes: but much better would it be for them to re- 
ceive it, that they might one day rise through it. It 
will therefore become you to abstain from such per- 
sons; and not to speak with them neither in private, 
nor in public. But to hearken to the prophets, and 
especially to the Gospel, in which both Christ’s pas- 
sion is manifested unto us, and his resurrection per- 
fectly declarod. But flee all divisions, as the begin- 
ning of evils. r 

8. See that ye all follow your Bishop, as Jesus 
Christ, the Father: and the Presbytery, as the Apos- 
tles* And reverence the deacons, as the comman- 
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of God. Let no man do any thing of what belongs 
to the Church separately from the Bishop. Let that 
eucharist be looked upon as well established, which is 
either offered by the Bishop, or by him to whom the 
Bishop has given his consent. Wheresoever the 
Bishop shall appear, there let the people also be: as 
where Jesus Chrkt is, there is tbe catholic Church. 
It is not lawful without the Bishop, neither to baptize, 
nor to celebrate the holy communion r but whatso- 
ever he shall approve of, that is also pleasing unto 
God; that so whatever is done, may be sure and well 
done. 

9. For what remains, it is very reasonable that we 
should repent, whilst there is yet time to return unto 
God. It is a good thing to have a due regard both to 
God and to the Bishop: he that honours the Bishop, 
shall be honoured of God. But he that does any 
thing without his knowledge, ministers unto the devil. 
Let all things therefore abound to you in charity; 
seeing ye are worthy. Ye have refreshed me in all 
.things; so shall Jesus Christ you. Ye have loved me 
both when I was present with you, and now being ab- 
sent, ye cease not to do so. May God be your re- 
ward, for whom whilst ye undergo all things, ye shall 
attain unto him. 

10. Ye have done well in that ye have received 
Philo, and Rheus Agathopus, who followed me for 
the word of God, as the deacons of Christ our God. 
Who also give thanks unto the Lord for you, foras- 
much as ye have refreshed them in all things. Nor 
shall any thing that ye have done, be lost to you. 
My soul be for yours, and my bonds which ye have 
not despised, nor been ashamed o£ Wherefore 
neither shall Jesus Christ, our perfect faith, be asham- 
ed of you. 

11. Your prayer is come to the Church of Antioch 
which is in Syria. From whence being sent bound 
with chains becoming God, I salute the Churches ; 
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being not worthy to be called from thence, as being 
the least among them. Nevertheless by the will of 
God I have been thought worthy of this honour; not 
for that f think I have deserved it, but by the grace 
of God : which I wish may be perfectly given unto 
me, that through your prayers I may attain unto God. 
And therefore that your work may be fully accom- 
plished both upon earth and in Heaven; it will be 
fitting, and for the honour of God, that your Church 
appoint some worthy delegate who being come as far 
as Syria, may rejoice together with them that they 
are in peace; and that they are again restored to 
their former state, and have again received their 
proper body. Wherefore I should think it a worthy 
action, to send some one from you with an Epistle, 
to congratulate with them their peace in God; and 
that through your prayers they have now gotten to 
their harbour. For inasmuch as ye are perfect your- 
selves, you ought to think those things that are per- 
fect. For when you are desirous to do well, God is 
ready to enable you thereunto. 

12. The love of the brethren that are at Troas sa- 
lutes you; from whenco I write to you by Burrhus 
whom ye sent with me, together with the Ephesians 
your brethren; and who has in all things refreshed 
ine. And I would to God that all would imitate him, 
as being a pattern of the ministry of God. May his 
grace fully reward him. I salute your very worthy 
Bishop, and your venerable presbytery; and your 
deacons, my fellow servants; and all of you in gen- 
eral, and every one in particular, in the name of Je- 
sus Christ, and in his flesh and blood; in his passion 
and resurrection both fleshly and spiritually; and in 
the unity of God with you. Grace be with you, and 
mercy, and peace, and patience for ever more. 

13. I saluto the families of my brethren, with their 
wives and children; and the virgins that are called 
widows. Be strong in the power of the Holy Ghost. 


Digitized by L.ooQle 



Philo, who is present with me, salutes you. I salute 
the house of Tavias, and pray that it may be strength 
ened in faith and charity, both of flesh and spirit. 
I salute Alee, my well beloved, together with the in 
comparable Daphnus, and Eutechnus, and all by 
name. Farewell in the grace of God. 

TO THE SMYRNEANS FROM TROAS. 


THE EPISTLE OF ST. IGNATIUS 
TO ST. POLYCARP. 

Ignatius , who is also called Theophorus , to Polycarp , Bishop 
of the Church -which is at Smyrna; their overseer , but rath- 
er himself overlooked by God the Father , and the Lord Jesus 
Christ; all happiness. 

1. Having known that thy mind towards God is 
fixed as it were upon an immoveable rock, I exceed- 
ingly give thanks, that I have been thought worthy 
to behold thy blessed face, in which may I always re- 
joice in God. Wherefore I beseech thee by the grace 
of God with which thou art clothed, to press forward 
in thy course, and to exhort all others that they may 
be saved. Maintain thy place with all care both of 
flesh and spirit; make it thy endeavour to preserve 
unity, than which nothing is better. Bear with all 
men, even as the Lord with thee. Support all in 
love, as also thou dost. Pray without ceasing; ask 
more understanding than what thou already hast. Be 
watchful, having thy spirit always awake. Speak 
to every one according as God shall enable thee. 
Bear the infirmities of all, as a perfect combatant: 
where the labour is great, the gain is the more. 

2. If thou shalt love the good disciples, what thanks 
w it? but rather do thou subject to thee those that are 
mischievous, in meekness. Every wound is not heal 
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ed with the same plaister: if the accessions of the 
disease be vehement, mollify them with soft remedies: 
be in all things, wise as a serpent , but harmless as 
a dove. For this cause thou art composed of flesh 
and spirit; that thou mayest mollify those things that 
appear before thy face : and as for those that are not 
seen, pray to God that he would reveal them unto 
thee, that so thou mayest be wanting in nothing, but 
mayest abound in every gift. The times demand 
thee, as the pilots the winds; and he that is tossed in a 
tempest, the haven where he would be; that thou 
mayest attain unto God. Be sober, as the combat 
ant of God : the crown proposed to thee is immortality 
and eternal life; concerning which thou art also fully 
persuaded. I will be thy surety in all things, and my 
bonds, which thou hast loved. 

3. Let not those that seem worthy of credit, but teach 
other doctrines, disturb thee. Stand firm and immove- 
able, as an anvil when it is beaten upon. It is the 
part of a brave combatant, to be wounded, and yet 
overcome. But especially we ought to endure all 
things for God’s sake, that he may bear with us. Be 
every day better than other: consider the times; and 
expect him who is above all time, eternal, invisible, 
though for our sakes made visible: impalpable, and 
impassible, yet for us subjected to sufferings; endur- 
ing all manner of ways for our salvation. 

4. Let not the widows be neglected: be thou, after 
God, their guardian. Let nothing be done without 
thy knowledge and consent: neither do thou any thing 
but according to the will of God; as also thou dost 
with all constancy. Let your assemblies be more 
full: inquire into all by name. Overlook not the 
men and maid servants; neither let them be puffed 
up; but rather let them be the more subject to the 
glory of God, that they may obtain from him a better 
liberty. Let them not desire to be set free at the 
public cost, that they be not slaves to their own lusts. 
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5. Flee evil arts, or rather make not any mention 
of them. Say to my sisters that they love the Lord; 
and be satisfied with their own husbands, both in the 
flesh and spirit. In like manner, exhort my brethren 
in the name of Jesus Christ, that they love their wives 
even as the Lord the Church. If any man can re* 
main in a virgin state, to the honour of the flesh of 
Christ, let him remain without boasting: but if he 
boast he is undone. And if he desire to be more ta- 
ken notice of than the Bishop, he is corrupted. But 
it becomes ail such as are married, whether men or 
women, to come together with the consent of the 
Bishop, that so their marriage may be according to 
godliness, and not in lust. Let all things be done to 
the honour of God. 

G. Hearken unto the Bishop, that God also may 
hearken unto you. My soul be security for them 
that submit to their Bishop, with their presbyters and 
deacons. And may my portion be together with theirs 
in God. Labour with one another, contend together, 
run together, suffer together, sleep together, and rise 
together, as the stewards, and assessors, and ministers 
of God. Please him under whom ye war; and from 
whom ye receive your wages. Let none of you be 
found a deserter; but let your baptism remain as 
your arms, your faith as your helmet, your charity 
as your spear, your patience as your whole armour. 
Let your works be your charge, that so you may re- 
ceive a suitable reward. Be long-suffering therefore 
towards eacli other in meekness, as God is towards 
you. Let me have joy of you in all things. 

7. Now forasmuch as the Church of Antioch in 
Syria is, as I am told, in peace through your prayers; 

I also have been the more comforted and without care 
in God; if so he that by suffering, I shall attain unto 
God; that through your prayers I may be found a dis- 
ciple of Christ. It will he very fit, O most worthy 
Polycarp, to call a select council, and choose some 
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one whom ye particularly love, and who is patient of 
labour, that he may be the messenger of God : and that 
going unto Syria, he may glorify your incessant love, 
to the praise of Christ. A Christian has not the pow- 
er of himself; but must be always at leisure for God’s 
•service. Now this work is both God’s and yours, 
when ye shall have perfected it. For I trust through 
the grace of God that ye are ready to every good work 
that is fitting for you in the Lord. Knowing there- 
fore your earnest affection to the truth, I have exhort- 
ed you by these short letters. 

8. But forasmuch as 1 have not been able to write 
to all the Churches, because I must suddenly sail from 
Troas to Neapolis; (for so is the command of those 
to whose pleasure I am subject;) do you write to the 
Churches that are near you, as being instructed in 
the will of God, that they also may do in like manner. 
Let those that are able send messengers; and let the 
rest send their letters by those who shall be sent by 
you, that you may be glorified to all eternity, of which 
you are worthy. [ salute all by name; particularly 
the wife of Epitropus, with all her house and children. 

I salute Attalus my well beloved. I salute him who 
shall be thought worthy to be sent by you into Syria. 
Let grace be ever with him, and with Polycarp who 
sends him, I wish you all happiness in our God, 
Jesus Christ; in whom continue in the unity and pro- 
tection of God. I salute Alee my well beloved. 
Farewell in the Lord. 

to polycarp. 
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REMARKS 

ON THE EPI8TLES OF IGNATIUS. 

It is evident from these epistles, that there was aset- 
tled system of Church order, in the time of Ignatius. 
He 'speaks of certain Church officers, in his addresses 
to the different Churches, and of their obligation to 
submit themselves to them, with the same clearness and 
unhesitating certainty of being correct in what he 
says, and of having the assent of the Churches to it, 
that a man always has who speaks of a truth never dis- 
puted, and which he has no expectation will be disputed, 
— in the same plain and undoubting terms that Paul 
does when he says, “ Obey them that have the rule over 
you and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls” Sfc. Heb. xiii. 17 — See also 1 Thess. v. 12. 
He speaks too, of nothing new in this system; of no 
change which had been made, but what he says, leads 
us to the inevitable conclusion that what was then tho 
order of the Church, was the same that existed during 
the time of the Apostles; the last of whom died not 
ten years before he wrote: And this agrees exactly 
with what Clement, Bishop of Rbme, before the death 
of the same Apostle, John, says in his epistle to the Co- 
rinthians; which was long held by many Churches to be 
equal in authority to the epistles contained in the New 
Testament: — that the Apostles left directions in what 
manner the place of those whom they appointed to the 
ministry, should be supplied at their death. 

It is plain also that Ignatius speaks every where of 
three orders of ministers: that of the Bishop , that of tht 
Presbyter , and that of the Deacon . See sections 2, 3, 
6, 13 in the Epistle to the Magnesians; sections 2, 3, 
7 in the Epistle to the Trallians; the address, and sections 
4,7, 10 in Ep. to the Philadelphians; and sections 8,12, 
in Ep* to the Smyrneans. 

He continually speaks of one Bishop in a Church , 
never of more. See sections 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 in Ep. to th« 
Ephesians; sections 3, 6,7, 13, 15 in Ep. to the Mag- 
nesians; sections 2, 3, 7, 12, 13 in Ep. to the Trallians; 
the fad dress, and sections 1, 3,4, 7, 8 in Ep. to th« 
Philadelphians; and sections 8, 9, 12, in Ep. to th« 
Smyrneans. 
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He continually speaks of Presbyters in the plural, at 
of several, or many in a Church . See sections 2, 3, 6, 

7 in the Ep. to the Magnesians; sections 2, 3, 7, 12 in 
Ep. to the Trallians; and the address to Ep. to the Phil- 
adelphians. 

In most of these he speaks of Deacons also, in the 
plural, except when in connection with the name of 
an individual of whom he is speaking, as in section 2 
of Ep. to the Magnesians, and section 11 of the Ep. to 
the Philadelphians. 

He speaks of the Bishop as Chief at the head of ally 
and entitled to reverence from all , and especially from 
the Presbyters . See sections 4, 5, and 6 of Ep. to the 
Ephesians; sections 3, 4, 6, 13 of Ep. to the Magne- 
sianB; sections 2, 3, 7. 12 of Ep. to the Trallians; sec- 
tions, 3, 7, 8, of Ep. to the Philadelphians; sections 8, 

9 of Ep. to the Smyrneans. 

He speaks of the Bishop as distinct from the Presby- 
tery. See sections 2, 4, 20 of Ep. to the Ephesians; 
sections 2, 13 of the Ep. to the Magnesians; section 13 
of Ep. to the Trallians; sections 4, 7 of Ep. to the 
Philadelphians; and sections 8, 12 of the Ep. to the 
Smyrneans. 

He speaks of the Bishop as superior to the Presbyte- 
ry, and of the latter as his Presbytery. See section'4 
of Ep. to the Ephesians; sections 4, 7 of Ep. to the 
Philadelphians; and section 8 of Ep. to IheSmyrneans. 

He speaks of the Deacons as subject to the Bishop, 
and to the Presbytery . See section 2 of Ep. to the 
Mag cesians. 

He speaks of the. Deacons as Ministers of Jesus Christ. 
See section 6 of Ep. to the Magnesians; section 2 of 
Ep. to the Trallians; and sections 10, 11 of Ep. to the 
Philadelphians. 

He says. Without these three orders, there is no Church: 
or, as the words may be translated, There, is no Church 
without these: which expression shows that the system 
was universal. See section 3 in Ep. to the Trallians. 
. He says, That the Bishops , appointed unto the utmost 
bounds of the earth , were by the will of Jesus Christ . 
See section 3 in Ep. to the Ephesians. 

He speaks expressly of one of the Churches which be 
addresses, as continuing in the Apostolical character: 
and in his Epistle to that particular Church, are found 
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•w ne of the most striking passages in relation to the 
three orders, the superiority of the Bishop, and the uni- 
versality of this system of government of the Church. 
In this we find the passage, Without these there is no 
Church . See the address, and sections 2 , 3, 7, 12, 13 
in the Ep. to the Trallians. 

He protests also against schism in the Church, as 
strongly as Paul did to the Corinthians; (1 Cor. i, 10 
dec.) and insisted on the unity of the Church, as strong- 
ly as Paul did to the Ephesians, (Eph. iv. 4, dec.) 
Read attentively sections 3, 4, 8 of the Ep. to the Phil- 
adelphians, in which you will find among others, these 
declarations. For as many as are of God , and of Je- 
rus Christ , are also with their Bishop. — Be not deceived 
brethren: if any one follow him that makes a schism in 
the Churchy he shall not inherit the kingdom of God . 
For where there is division and wrathy God dwelleth 
not. But the Lord forgives all that repenty if they re- 
turn to the unity of God , and to the Council of the Bish- 
op . 

Let the reader weigh well these words of one who 
lived when the Saviour lived, and heard the Apostles 
preach, and was by them appointed Bishop of the 
Church of Antioch. See section 1 of the martyrdom of 
Ignatius; and sections 2, 9 of Ep. to Romans; in the 
former of which he is called the disciple of St. John, 
and in the latter he calls himself a Bishop of Syria, and 
says, The Church of Syria now (viz. now that he is 
taken away)y enjoys God for its Shepherd , instead of 
him: — a plain declaration that he alone was the shep- 
herd of the Church of Syria, in a sense that no other 
minister in that region was. 

Let it be considered finally, that there is not a word 
inconsistent with all this in the whole of these Epistles; 
nor in that of Polycarp: but that on the contrary, the 
languageof Polycarp in his Ep.tothe Philippian*, [sec- 
tion 13,] 19 such as to vouch for the truth of the state- 
ments in Ignatius’s Epistles, that throughout the Chris- 
tian world , a Bishop was at the head of every Church , 
that there were under him Presbyters bound to reverence 
him , and Deacons who were ministers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ . J. E. C. 
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